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Pests Invade in Fall

ow and during the months ahead

the weather starts a gradual
change, causing changes in pest
problems as well. Some of these
fall invading pests have already
begun looking for food indoors, or a
more protected place to spend the
winter. Unfortunately, homes and other
buildings are exactly what many of the
fall invaders are looking for.

Some common fall invaders:

Rats and mice are certainly the
“pests from hell” no one wants. These
have been multiplying outdoors all
season, and now are searching more

aggressively for ways to get
indoors.
Lady bugs, particularly the
multi-colored Asian lady beetle
pictured at left, can become very
abundant. This insect was introduced to
control crop pests, and then starting
unexpectedly becoming an indoor pest.
Some people are allergic to this beetle
when it invades in large numbers.

Wasp and yellowjacket queens
overwinter in protected places, and start
new colonies in the spring.

Many kinds of crickets invade
homes, sometimes in large numbers.

here has been a
. lot of news re-
R cently about certain pet
M\y foods causing sickness
or even death to pets.
It's not just pet foods, but also common
household substances that are
dangerous to our pets. These need to
be eliminated or made inaccessible to
pets. Here are some common, but
hazardous, substances to keep away
from pets:

Antifreeze (ethylene glycol) can
leak out of your car’s radiator. This
substance is an ongoing problem
because it is sweet to the taste, but can
be lethal to pets that lick it up.
Propylene glycol is an alternative
antifreeze that is safer to use.

Foods like chocolate, any coffee or
tea product that contains caffeine, and
grapes or raisins.

Medications, including aspirin and

Protect Pets from Poisons

acetaminophen, and vitamins like iron
and zinc.

Certain plants are toxic if a pet
ingests enough of them. (Search the
web for lists of these.)

It is also important to use our
professional pest management services
to control pests rather than to do it
yourself. An obvious benefit is that
when you use our services you don’t
have to store pesticides. But also
because of our training and experience
you can count on us to apply pesticides
properly, so there is less risk to your
pets. Studies also show that most
homeowners who apply pesticides
themselves either choose an incorrect
product, don’t apply or store it properly,
and/or use more than needed.

Let’'s work together to help keep
your pets safe and healthy!

Ant colonies are huge this time of
year, and some species become more
aggressive invaders.

Other common fall invaders include
elm leaf beetles, boxelder bugs,
cluster flies, earwigs, root weevils,
cockroaches, sowbugs, pillbugs,
millipedes, and centipedes.

It's during these months ahead that
our professional pest management
services are especially important to
protect you, your home, belongings, and
pets, from pests that can cause damage
or are health risks.

Fall Special!

1st Service
FREE!
with an annual agreement.

Call us today!
435-673-9172

We could throw the book at ‘em, but he’d
probably eat THAT TOO!

Thank you for your business and referrals!



Lyme
Disease News

Severed Snake Head Bites Man

man in rural Washington state recently was bitten by

he decapitated head of a rattlesnake. The man had
whacked off the head of the five-foot snake with a shovel,
but when he reached to pick up the snake, the dead snake's severed
head twisted around and bit him on his finger. He was rushed to the
hospital, where anti-venom shots were administered just as the man's
tongue was starting to swell.

The story sounds like one of those 'urban legends', but the truth is
dead snakes are responsible for about 15% of all snake bites.
Rattlesnakes have a natural reflex-striking action that makes them
dangerous for up to 60 minutes after they have died. There have even
been reports of people getting a dose of venom by scratching themselves
on the fangs of long-dead rattlesnakes.

Formosan Termite
Study

Formosan termites damage both wooden
structures and trees. They are now in 11
states and gradually spreading, already
costing a staggering $1 billion per year in
this country. A study of Formosan termites
in New Orleans, reported in the recent
Journal of Economic Entomology, found that
in a four year period an astounding 18
colonies had infested the Supreme Court
Building there.

This high number of colonies is
surprising because previous studies of
subterranean termites have found just one
or two colonies infest a structure at a time.
But the other studies have generally been
conducted in less disturbed, more stable,
park-like settings, while the courthouse
setting is the first one to have more
disturbances in the form of remodeling, land-
scaping changes, and nearby treatments.
More research is needed, but the study
suggests that movement of termites into

homes and other man-made
structures occurs more often in
the disturbed environments
common around homes than in
less disturbed, park-like settings.

Bird Mites’ Bites!

he northern fowl mite is a serious pest of chickens in this

country, but it will also bite people. When a house sparrow

or other bird builds a nest in a gutter or on the side of a building,

these mites can become a problem. The nests are abandoned after the

chicks mature, and it's then that the mites begin crawling around, and

may start biting humans. Because of the short generation time of only 5-

7 days, northern fowl mites can become abundant—22,000 of them have
been recorded in a single bird nest.

A new study of the northern fowl mite has found that this pest feeds
on many more bird species than previously thought. The most complete
list of host birds previously listed only 15 North American bird species; it
has now been found on 72 bird species, according to an article in the
most recent Journal of Medical Entomology. The northern fowl mite is
one of 3,000 mites and ticks that infest birds.

Did You Know?

ANGEL STADIUM in Anaheim, California, with
a seating capacity of 45,050, accumulates about 15
tons of garbage during an average game, according
to stadium officials. This refuse typically sits overnight for
more than 12 hours before it is collected, a practice that

contributes to pest problems. In fact, there have

been a startling 118 rodent and insect violations logged by

health inspectors there over the last 2% years. As a result,

the Angels are changing their cleaning schedule so the

stadium is cleaned immediately after a game rather than
the next morning.

"OUTDOOR ROOMS" have become all the rage in recent years,
with homeowners building outdoor living areas featuring expensive
kitchens, furniture and even plasma TVs. But these areas are prone
to have more pest problems and require more pest control services.
Rodents, ants, yellowjackets, mosquitoes, and even snakes are just
some of the pests that cause problems in these areas.




